Putting up your Bird Box.

It is important you find the right bird-friendly spot for your box. Ideally, it will be …

· Under the eaves of your house (where the walls meet the roof) 
· High on a wall, well away from curious cats or foxes. 
· High up on a tree, again, out for the reach of cats or other predators.

Make sure you get permission if you need it.
The box will need to be at least 3 metres (10 feet) from the ground, facing somewhere between north and east to avoid it getting too hot or wet. Avoid placing it in direct sunlight and don't put it over a doorway or well-used path.
Make sure that the birds have a clear flight path to the nest without any clutter directly in front of the entrance. 
Please note that if the box is going to be placed in a location where it will be exposed to heavy rain, it would be useful to cover the top of the lid with recycled leather or rubber. This will provide further waterproofing and extend the service life of the box.
Keeping squirrels and other predators out of the box.
Your box is fitted with a simple locking mechanism to prevent to roof blowing open or predators raiding the eggs or young birds.  Squirrels and woodpeckers can be a particular problem.  To open the box, simply rotate the eye (at the bottom of the strap) so that you can release the strap, and open the lid.
You have also been provided with some spare straps of different colours in case replacement is required, or in case you don’t like the red one that is fitted to your box!
Cleaning out the Bird Box.
Once nesting season has come to an end, the chicks have left the box, and the box is no longer being used, the box should be emptied out of any debris, and then it’s best to give the inside of the box a thorough clean. You could use an old toothbrush or small soft brush with some diluted eco-friendly washing up liquid and some very hot water.
The good thing about doing this in the autumn* is that the box is then clean and ready to use as shelter over winter.  




[bookmark: _GoBack]*Bird Protection Law states that it is illegal to disturb nesting birds, so make sure the birds and their chicks HAVE left the nest before emptying and cleaning the box.  In general, October to December is best time as, in recent years,  there have been reports of nests in mid to late January.
Adapted from https://thewildlifecommunity.co.uk and www.RSPB.org.uk
